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PROLOGUE 



The object of this little work, the outcome of several 
years of research, is to show to the present generation 
how the spark of the old Faith has been fostered in 
our county of Oxford during the last three centuries. 

An effort has been made to trace the descent of the 
older Catholic Missions in the county from the latter 
days of Queen Elizabeth, when some of the more 
influential among the Catholic gentry were able to 
obtain sufficient protection from the Crown to allow 
them to keep a chaplain with some modified degree of 
safety. 

During the Civil War the lists for ‘ Compounding ’ 
show how universal was the loyalty of Catholics to the 
Crown, for, without exception, every Catholic gentle- 
man was written down ‘ Papist and Delinquent in 
arms.’ The lists of ‘Non-Jurors’ show the remnant 
of the gentry still adhering to their religious profes- 
sion, and, in times of straitened circumstances and 
renewed intolerance, struggling on to get their children 
educated abroad, the registers of every college and 
convent in Flanders and Northern France being filled 
with the names of the best English families. 

The Catholic Emancipation Act, 1829, found things 
at their very lowest ebb, the French Revolution 
having destroyed every place of education within its 
radius and in this way deprived English Catholics 



Digitized by 



Google 




VI 



PROLOGUE 



of a very large part of ‘ polite ’ as well as religious 
training. 

The gradual growth of modern colleges does not 
come within our sphere, none having been founded in 
this county. 

The plan upon which this History is drawn up is 
the division of the county into seven parts : — 

1. The Northern, comprising the north of the county 
between the rivers Cherwell and E venlode, and bounded 
on the west by Gloucestershire. 

2. The North-Eastern portion, extending from the 
Cherwell to the borders of Bucks., and as far south as 
the river Ray. 

3 and 4. The North-Western and Mid- Western 
portions, extending from the river Cherwell to the 
borders of Gloucestershire. 

5. The Central portion, extending from Woodstock 
to the river Thame. 

6 and 7. The Southern portion of the county. 

The northern divisions were principally worked 
by Benedictine and Franciscan clergy ; the central by 
J esuits ; while the southern, being contiguous to other 
counties, shows the influence of much intercourse 
beyond the borders. 

Into these seven parts our History falls, and in each 
portion we have tried to show how Benedictine, 
Franciscan, Jesuit, and secular priest have worked 
together with the laity during the storms of three 
centuries to preserve the pre- Reformation Faith in 
the county of Oxford. 
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CATHOLIC MISSIONS IN 
OXFORDSHIRE 

INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER 

FROM ELIZABETH TO THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY 



GENERAL NOTICES, BEGINNING IN THE LAST YEARS 
OF QUEEN ELIZABETH 

From Foley’s Records we gather much of what we are able to state 
as to Catholicity in Oxfordshire when James I came to the throne. 
Foley quotes a paper of the date of 1583 x , recording the names of 
Seminarists and Recusants delivered by Lord Hunsdon to the Govern- 
ment We confine our extracts from this to this county. 

1583. Feb. The names of certain persons noted in sundrie counties to 
be receivers and entertainers of Jesuits and Seminaries. 

Oxon. Mr. Borne of Chesterton Grange harboureth and entertaineth : 
Smith, alias Partridge, Anslow, alias Transham, Chapman, Dew, Filbie. 

Mr. Butler of Bicester ... the same. Also Askew, alias Nutter ; Filbie, 
alias Leye. 

Paxton 

Browne 

Cupper 

Jackson 

Mr. Owen of Godstow keepeth him continually in his house, 

Hynde, a priest. 

Barber and Sampson of Oxon (Schismatics, wives Catholics). 

Mrs. Pitte of Iffley ; entertaineth Smyth, a priest, and Recusants, 
keepeth him continually in her house. I 

Forde’s eldest son of Garsington, a common leader of 1 
priests about the country. ) 

1 Vol. 6, p. 719. 

B 



• Schismatics, of Godington, entertain the same. 
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Having here the names of the above persons who are marked either 
as ‘Schismatics' or ‘Recusants/ let us analyse the list and try to 
rescue some scraps from oblivion to their late but imperishable honour* 
The mention of Forde, a ‘ leader of priests/ calls for special mention. 
From Foley we learn as follows. George Gilbert got together an 
association of young Catholic gentlemen, who undertook to conduct 
priests from one house to another. Their rules required them to 
imitate the lives of the Apostles, to content themselves with food and 
clothing and the bare necessaries of their state, and to bestow all the 
rest for the good of the Catholic cause. This Association was solemnly 
blessed by Gregory XIII on April 14, 1580, and its members soon 
became known as ‘ sub-seminaries/ ‘ conductors/ ‘ lay assistants/ ‘ to 
struggle abroad and bring in game/ &c. This company was called 
‘The Catholic Association/ 

In the year 1581 Father Campion had been taken in the house of 
the Yates, at Lyford, near Bampton, and had suffered the penalty 
of the law at Tyburn. Still Catholic priests were to be found in 
Oxford ready to risk their lives upon detection and once more 
again to return to their charitable duties. For example, at the Assizes 
before Justices Yelverton and Williams in February, 1604, ‘one Adam 
Greene, a Seminary priest, was delivered out of Oxford Gaol by virtue 
of the King's recent proclamation to the intent that he should have 
departed the realm ... but soon after he returned to Oxford and 
was then taken in the same house which he had haunted before. At 
the last Assizes he was attainted of treason according to the law, but 
reprieved and staid from execution, but contemning their favour, 
within 10 days after, he had prepared in his chamber in the Castle of 
Oxford, all things ready to say masse.' This is quoted by Foley from 
State Papers Domestic , James /. Continuing : ‘ one Tuckines a Jesuit 
was apprehended at Oxford since the last Assizes, with all things 
prepared to say Masse.* Possibly this refers to the same person. 

1592. Recusants in the co. of Oxford remaining at liberty 1 . 

Diocese of Oxon. 

William Moore of Haddon, Esqre. 

William Borne of Wendlebury. 

John Archdale of Whateley. 

John Stampe of Halt on. 

Thomas Tempest of Bampton. 

Edward Ansley of Chasilton. 

1 Calendar of Cecil MSS. % Part 3. 
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Thomas Moore of Adderbury. 

Michael Busard of the same. 

Jerome Regland of Sherborne. 

William Mullins of Mongeweil. 

John Borne of Chesterton. 

John Stutsburie of Solden. 

Thomas Ashe of BucknelL 

John Thompson of Broadwell. 

Richard FitzHughes of Charlburie, 

William Hart of Eynsam. 

Nicholas Pigot of S token. 

Thomas Grimwell of Oxford. 

William Napper of Oxford. 

Henry Rooke of Stanton St. John. 

John Etheridg of Oxford, physician. 

These are stated to be * gentlemen/ 

Recusants committed to Prison. 

Richard Owen of Godstowe, esqr, 

Ambrose Edmonds of Stanton. 

George Napper of Oxford, gent. 

The lady Stonar. 

Recusants at Liberty upon Bonds. 

James Ansleye of Oxford, gent. 

Francis Yate of Kencot, gent. 

James Braybrooke of Kinston, gent. 

William Moore of Haddon, esqre. 

The two preceding lists of names are of great local interest, and 
each name will be treated in its own parish as it comes round. 

The reference to the name of Ansley at Oxford and at Chasilton 
(Chastleton) probably localizes the martyr Edward Strancham, who 
suffered at Tyburn in 1585-6. The list of 1583 calls him * Anslow 
alias Transham/ and Challoner, vol. i, says he was bom in or near 
Oxford. Another alias for Mr. Strancham was Barber. He graduated 
at St. John's, Oxford, in 1575-6, and is said to be ( jils phb ., aged 18 
in 1575, native of Oxford/ The name is spelt in the University 
Register (ed. Clark's) Stransam, Stransham, Strinsham, Transham, 
and Tran some. 

Father John Hart, S. J., is not entered in the above Register, but he 
may very likely have been one of the family of Hart of Eynsham, as 
he is called ‘ a native of Oxford/ 

In the 5 th Report Historical MSS. Commission (p. 476) are men- 

B % 
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tioned various letters from Catholic priests in Sussex, Lancaster, Wales 
and Oxford, York and London, to Pope P^ul V, 1610-11, as among 
papers kept by the Archbishop of Westminster. The following letter, 
quoted in Foley, vol. iv, appears to be from this source, and will help 
to show us the extremities to which the poor ‘ popish recusants * were 
driven by the blind hatred of those in power 

‘ You may easily perceive what a plunge he (the unfortunate recusant) 
is put into, for first on one side he is daily crying for money, and wolves on 
the other are gaping to devour him. Our miseries are daily multiplied, we 
expect every hour dissolution. Our friends abroad are spoiled to their 
skin ; what by the pursuivants and what robberies they suffer by the under- 
sheriff and his followers it is long to tell you, neither pots nor pans, nor 
bedding, nor ring, nor jewels, nor anything whatsoever escapeth their 
hands. The oath is offered by the justices even at their pleasure, yet 
some of them cannot but in their hearts detest the injury. Divers priests 
have been banished of late . . • ; no forbearance to them that will not 
take the oath, which God be thanked, is refused hitherto of all, both 
secular and religious, save only Mr. Blackwell and three or four that per- 
sist with him in his old vein. We hope for all this that God will give 
us patience to bear these afflictions and strength to pass through such 
terrible wars. Your old friend Mr. George Napper lieth in Oxford gaol, 
condemned but reprieved, and might have been escaped for taking the 
oath. It is thought he shall be banished. . . . Mrs. Wyes and her sister 
Katherine hath been these five weeks in physic at Oxford. We are so 
much distracted with terrors and fearful news that we can not pray either 
for our friends or for ourselves. We are therefore forced to commend 
us to your devotions there, which I hope will procure us great help in the 
heat of our conflict, and desiring you to communicate this little news to 
Mr. More, if you may be permitted, I wish you all happy progress in your 
labours, this Nov. a d , 1610. 

Yours ever assured, 

George Lambton . 9 

A few days after this letter was penned, the said George Napper 
obtained his crown, the expected reprieve , being at last denied hint 
The Mr. More mentioned above was the Rev. Thos. More, the agent 
in Rome for the English clergy. George Lambton usually signed his 
letters * George West.* 

The following little Puritan ballad will account for some of the 
ignorant fury against Catholics, connected as they were in the popular 
mind with Spain, both ecclesiastically and politically, through the hated 
Spanish marriage and the nationality of the founder of the Jesuits. 
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16322. A Poem in Three Pa^ts 1 . 
i st a Puritan. 2nd a Protestant. 3rd a Papist. 

After describing the two first, the poem goes on : — 

‘A Romanist is such another thing 
As would with all his heart murther the King; 

That sayeth the house of Austria is appoynted 
To rule all Christians, and for this annoynted 

By Christ’s own Vicar 

Now if you him anatomized will have 

He is Spayne’s Ass, his Countrye’s foe, Rome’s Slave.’ 

In the reign of James I the Jesuits were very numerous in this part 
of England, and Father Blunt, or Blount (who was a convert), from 
Leicestershire, but a collateral of the Oxfordshire family, was instru- 
mental in organizing them, and drawing the Catholics together round 
the principal gentlemen’s houses in the district. Father Richard Blount 
had been sent to Oxford for education, but, his name not appearing in 
the Matriculation lists, he probably left the place very early ; he went 
thence to Rome, and was ordained priest. In 1590 he set out for 
England with eleven other priests, became a Jesuit, and served the 
Mission of Scotney Castle in Sussex for several years. His wonderful 
escape from Scotney upon a visit of the pursuivants is told by himself. 
Under his government the Jesuit Mission in England was raised to 
a ‘Vice-Province' in 1619, and in 1623 it was made into a ‘Province/ 
with Father Blount as its Provincial. In 1620 he undertook to 
organize the local ‘Missions/ assigning a Superior and Precincts 
to each one. He died in London, May 13, 1638, and was buried 
in Queen Henrietta Maria's chapel*. 

16228-9. Feb. A search having been made in the house of the Earl 
of Shrewsbury, locality not mentioned, certain books and papers were 
discovered showing them to belong to Jesuits, among the number was 
brought to light the account of this very arrangement : — 

‘ Domus probations Soc. Sancti Ignatii Jesu. The Order for Govern- 
ment. 

A special direction for the provincial congregation, and Father Blount 
for the Government. 

A note of all papists in the province and how they may be summoned. 

The Bishop of Chalcedon made governor V 

1 10th Report Hist. MSS . , App. iv, p. 2 3. 1 13M Report Hist . MSS., App. vii, 

* See Oliver’s Biography of Jesuits and p. 7 1 . 

Butler’s Memoirs. 
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As Father Blount left them, the Missions of Oxfordshire remained 
substantially the same down to the time of the Catholic Emancipation. 

The 1 residence of St. Mary's/ as apportioned by Father Blunt, S .J., 
Vice-Provincial, in 1620, comprised the counties of Bucks., Beds., 
Northants, and Oxon. The number of priests to serve these four 
counties varied in number from eight to sixteen. The places in 
Oxfordshire mentioned are as follows: — 

Britwell. Water Pery. 

Hazeley Court and Great Hazeley. Woodstock, 

Oxford. Kiddington. 

Somerton. Maple Durham. 

Tusmore \ Sandford-on-Thames *. 

Amongst themselves the Society knew this district as ‘ Mrs. Oxon/ 

In 1635 a certain noble lady left them a legacy of £1,000, and the 
same year they received a present of vestments and other church 
furniture to the value of £240, in honour of St. Francis Xavier. He 
had been canonized in 1622. 

We insert a copy of the first draft of a bill against Recusants, drawn 
up in 1593. Whether ever published we cannot say. 

Draft of First Bill against Recusants 8 . 

‘ 1593, March. 

1. Pains and penalties against recusants for not repairing to church. 

2. If a wife do not conform she shall not have dower, jointure, or legacy 
by her husband, and if a man marry a recusant, the Queen, during the life- 
time of the wife, shall have two parts of the possessions she brings her 
husband. 

3. Recusants to be incapable of holding land by gift, purchase, or limita- 
tion of any use, and incapable of legacies or devises. 

4. Persons relieving or maintaining recusants for a month to forfeit £10, 
and the same penalty for any person keeping a recusant servant for a 
month. 

5. Recusants shall forfeit to their lords their copyhold lands, the Queen 
taking two parts of the profits. 

6. Recusants disabled to have any office or practice as councillor, 
doctor, proctor, attorney, solicitor, or clerk in any court ecclesiastical. 

7. Children of recusants over seven years to be brought up at the charge 
of their parents, under the government of discreet persons thereunto 

1 As the Fermors did not own Tus- 8 Printed in Foley, 
more at this time, this may refer to their 8 Nisi. MSS, Com, 
predecessors the Williamsons. 
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assigned by six of the Privy Council, by the Bishop of the Diocese, or the 
Justices of Assize. 

8. Persons suffering their children to be baptized by any Jesuit, seminary, 
or other massing priest, shall forfeit ^ioo for every offence. 

9. Bargains or assurances of land by recusants to be void during life of 
offender and also trusts. 

10. All duties and forfeitures under this Act to be levied in the Courts 
of Common Law. 

11. Form of indictment of recusants. (Not set out.) 

1 a. If recusants complain they are unjustly treated, the Lord Treasurer, 
Chancellor, and Barons of the Exchequer may inquire into the truth ; 
a recusant may, by repairing to church and hearing divine service and 
making submission, avoid the penalties of the Act, but a recusant who has 
once submitted may never take any advantage for submission for the like 
offence again. The Act shall not avoid any grant or estate that any person, 
other than the offenders, have bona fide purchased or gotten/ 

End : by Lord Burghley, * Draft of the first bill against Recusants.’ 

In Rymer’s Foedera , vol. xviii, pp. 266, 847, 1037, are letters or 
proclamations for the better restraint of Popish Recusants, temp . 
Charles I. The following extracts from the various proclamations of 
this date will be interesting : — 

1625. 4 A Royal Proclamation for the better confining of Popish Re- 
cusants convict according to the Lawe. A reward of one-fourth of the 
estate to any who should inform/ 

1626. 4 Whereas &c., &c., Wee resolved to put the lawes in execution 
against Jesuits, priests and popish recusants and by their just forfeitures 
accruing unto Us to increase our revenue toward the defraying of expenses 
for the publicke defence of our State, &c., &c/ ; it goes on to grant a small 
relaxation of the laws, 4 for fear that being too strictly carried out the 
recusants may become a burden upon their parishes . . . therefore under 
most stringent regulations they are granted the choice of taking leases of 
the two-thirds of their lands which fell to the Crown, so as always to give 
not less than the rent for such that any other person would render ; in 
regard to contracts already made they shall remain as they are and other 
lands not yet contracted for, that the Recusants themselves within three 
months shall make their composition with our Commissioners for their own 
lands, or else it shall be free for any other to take the same ; and that in 
the meantime if others shall make a better offer unto Us for our profit that 
he shall be received/ 

1628. ‘Whereas . . . another Royal Proclamation ordering the im- 
prisonment of all Jesuits, priests and others having taken Orders by 
authority of the Church of Rome. . . . And We also give notice to all it 
may concern that the Harbourers, Receivours or Maintainers. of the same 
shall be left to the due and ordinary course of the Lawe/ 
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1635* A Quietus Roll of the Catholic Recusants residing 

in Oxon. 1 



Sir Edward Norreys ; Quietus t ith Charles I. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


Michel Cole Firmar* terr* Humphrey Joyner in Adderbury 


6 


13 


4 


eodem 




terr* Matthew Cheriton in Wolvercote . 


10 


0 


0 


eodem 




terr* Robert Bowne in Cassington . 


0 


106 


8 


eodem tenen’ terr* Richard Poore in Oddington . 


IT 


15 


*1 


do. 


do. 


terr* Francis Fountayne in Ascott . 


O 


6 


0 


do. 


do. 


terr’ Thomas Smith in Compton 


O 


20 


0 


do. 


do. 


terr* Philip Horne in Watlington . . 


O 


13 


4 


do. 


do. 


terr* John Foorde in Watlington 


O 


13 


4 


do. 


do. 


terr’ Thomas Clements & uxor ejus in 












Chalburie 


53 


6 


8 


do. 


do. 


terr’ Thomas Napper in Temple Cowley. 


28 


6 


8 


do. 


do. 


terr* Charles Blount Miles in Maple Dur- 












ham ...... 


13 


6 


8 


do. 


do. 


terr’ William Kenyon in Ascott 


11 


2 


6 


do. 


do. 


terr’ Dorothee Mayne in Prestend (Thame) 


0 


40 


0 


Jacob Reynolds Firmar terr* Richard Reynolds de Cas- 












smgton . . . . • . 


0 


53 


4 


eodem 


terr* William Reynolds de Cas- 












sington ...... 


20 


0 


0 



Many of these families were still in possession of the same lands 
a hundred years later. We shall, as we proceed, take them one by 
one as each parish comes round. Several lists are extant of similar 
returns of Catholic names during the century. 

‘Number of Convictions of Recusants in southern counties of 
England from the 1st to the 14 th year of Charles I. Oxfordshire, 
44<>V 

Upon the breaking out of the Civil War and the presence of the 
Court at Oxford, we are told that many Papists were in the city. The 
general rendezvous was the Mitre Inn, where Recusants from all parts 
were wont to assemble. Naturally the popular mind attributed to them 
constant plots against the Parliament. How this unjust suspicion was 
met by the University the following will show : — 

1642, Jan . 17, Oxford. ‘Bishop Prideaux of Worcester, V.Chanc. of 
University of Oxford, to Secretary Nicholas. According to his Majesty’s 
commands I convented this day all the Heads of the Colleges and Halls 
and acquainted them with the royal instructions concerning maintaining 

1 This paper is copied from the * Will. Payne's Popish Royall Fa- 
original belonging to Mr. Madan, of vouritc, p. 15. 
the Bodleian. 
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